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  Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

COMPETITIVE TRANSMISSION PROCESS TASK FORCE MEETING 

March 27, 2017 

•  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  •  

1. Call to Order 

Ben Bright Secretary of the CTPTF acted as the chair until Mr. Grant was available.  The meeting was 

called to order at 8:30AM. 

 

2. Preliminary Matters 

Eleven task force members either attended or provided a proxy which was enough for a quorum.  Scott 

Spence had the proxy for Brian Gedrich (NextEra) and Duane Ripperger had the proxy for Bill Grant 

(Xcel) until he was present.  Dannie Buelt (OPPD) did not attend or provide a proxy. Please see 

attached attendance list for meeting participants. 

 

The meeting minutes for January 09, 2017 were approved unanimously.   

 

3. Welcome and Overview 

Mr. Bright welcomed participants to the meeting and explained he would function as the chair until Mr. 

Grant was available.  The focus of the meeting was to review three Revision Requests (RR), be updated 

on the status of the PVRR Template, CTPTF membership, and to discuss potential improvements to 

the Qualified RFP Participants (QRP) and Request for Proposal (RFP) processes. 

 

4. CTPTF Membership 

Mr. Grant discussed that Brian Gedrich’s seat on the task force was open due to his resignation from 

NextEra Energy.  The task force reviewed the company types on the task force and believed that an 

independent transmission company to maintain the current balance should fill the seat.  Further 

discussion resulted in the task force’s desire to seek interest from any parties that may have a desire 

to join the CTPTF.  Staff will distribute a request seeking interest from the SPP membership and will 

share the results with the task force at the April 13, 2017 meeting. 

 

5. RR208 TPITF Language Changes 

Marisa Choate provided an update on RR208.  She explained that this RR is the implementation of the 

TPITF adjustments to the SPP Planning Cycle which resulted in a changed reference in Attachment Y 

Section III.2.f.iv.  This change reference did not require a motion from the CTPTF and the update was 

concluded. 

 

6. RR211 Competitive Minimum Threshold 



 

Relationship-Based  •  Member-Driven  •  Independence Through Diversity 

Evolutionary vs. Revolutionary  •  Reliability & Economics Inseparable 

Aaron Shipley provided an update on RR211.  He explained the RR had been approved through the 

required Working Groups and will be going to the MOPC and Board for approval in April 2017.  The 

update informed the task force of the language modification provided during other reviews clarifying 

what project and parts of projects were applicable to the minimal threshold.  The task force was 

comfortable with these changes. 

 

Discussion then moved to implications of a scenario in which a project could be deemed not competitive 

due to the project not meeting the minimal threshold, but at a later time resulted in cost above the 

threshold.  What would happen if this occurred and what actions could be taken?  Ultimately, the task 

force agreed this was a risk no matter what the minimal threshold dollar amount was.  They did believe 

the current type of threshold was appropriate; however, this issue was a concern and should be 

monitored in the future to address if needed. 

 

7. RR212 Proposed Withdrawal & Resubmission 

Aaron Shipley updated the task force on the status of RR212.  He informed the group that while the 

BPWG had approved RR212, various items of significance were discussed that were not currently 

addressed by RR212.  Staff feels these items are important to a Competitive Upgrade Re-Study 

Request and therefore recommended the withdrawal of RR212 and for the CTPTF to re-engage its 

efforts on this issue.  The task force should work to develop more comprehensive language that 

addresses this type of Re-Study request.  Issues such as a timeline for when a request can be made, 

implications of a request to the TOSP, transparency issues of a request, types of actions taken by Staff 

or the SPP Board, requirements of the requestor, and proper placement in governing documents of this 

process were all discussed as current gaps of RR212 and in need of more discussion.  A motion to 

withdrawal RR212 and begin work to develop a more comprehensive process passed unanimously. 

 

8. Review PVRR Template 

Staff reported on the PVRR template updates following a third party consultant review of the template.  

The modifications mostly improved user readability and instructions to complete the template.  The 

independent review resulted in confirmation of the product produced by the task force and did not result 

in discovering any errors, structure changes, or required calculation modifications.  Overall, the PVRR 

template was well received by the independent reviewer.  The task force requested time to have their 

own internal experts review the template one more time before confirming its final status prior to being 

utilized in the next TOSP. 

 

9. RFP Parameters – Pass/Fail Items and Recommendation 

The task force discussed how certain scoring items in the Request for Proposal (RFP) process should 

be used in evaluations.  Task force members feel that certain items are not distinguishable across RFP 

Proposals, but rather fall more into an “All or None” type category that either the RFP Proposal has the 

item or it does not.  For scoring purposes, the task force feels it would be more appropriate to view 

these items as either receiving all the allotted points or none of the points.  Future work to determine 

what scoring items may meet these parameters will be discussed at the next CTPTF meeting. 
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The discussion then moved to how the QRP and RFP processes are implemented and where 

overlapping requirements exists.  The task force requested that staff evaluate internal QRP processes 

to determine if, items were removed from the RFP process and only existed in the QRP process, what 

impacts this might have to the TOSP and SPP processes.   

 

10. Next Steps 

April 13, 2017 – 10am – 12pm ; WebEx/Teleconference 

 

11. Announcements and Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00am 
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CTPTF Attendance Roster 

3/27/2017 

Task Force Members: 

Bill Grant, SPS 
Marguerite Wagner, ITC 
John Olsen, Westar 
Brian Johnson AEP 
Todd Fridley, Transource 
Scott Spence proxy for Brian Gedrich, NextEra 
Jake Langthorn, OGE 
Robert Burner, Duke Energy 
Tom Hestermann, Sunflower 
Noman Williams, South Central MCN 
Paul Malone, NPPD 
 
Other Attendees: 

Trent Carlson, SCMCN 
Robert Safuto, CES 
Michael Moffet, Consultant 
Brian Rounds, AESL 
Joe Staszowski, ISONE 
Chris Lyons, CES 
David Binkley, ITC 
Dennis Reed, Consultant 
Michael Wegner, ITC 
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto, PUC Texas 
Niteshkumar Mishra, AEP 
Joe Richardson, Xcel 
Jason Chaplin, OCC 
Jeff Knottek, City Utilities 
Duane Ripperger, Xcel 
Shelly-Ann Maye, BHE Transmission 
Dennis Constien, SWPA 
Bruce Cude, Xcel 
John Boshears, City Utilities 
Aaron Shipley, SPP 
Ben Bright, SPP 
Dawn-Marie Coggins, SPP 
Marisa Choate, SPP 
Chris Cranford, SPP 
 


